

































































































































































































wy 





2, — 


er est tte 











-—— 


‘& NEW ENGLAND @ 


| eee = 
= S pI 


“i 
; oo Sy f 


4 } 
il 


r 
till! 





— 


Bes : 
lf 





Horticultural Syciety 





wenind 





VY, 


JOURNAL OF ==> “Be 


. 
< 











* aed AGRICULTURE 


a 





VOLUME 


XXXVIII:::NO. 17. 





MASSACHUSETTS PLOW | 


~ ee 


‘ ENCLA ANY < 
Sent aban 
Organofthe N.B. Agricultural Society 
RD WEEKLY AT ‘‘ PLOUGHMAN BUILDING,” 
No 1) Mth Street, cor. Devonshire St., 
e New Post Office, | 
BOSTON. | 
«ro. LOVES Proepricter & Publisher. 


@Muestions XK Answers, | ter and cost of keeping, and the following 


th 
as to labor of tending each, immediate profits 
as well as future improvements of farm? 
| How many sheep are equal toa cow, etc. 


PRO} po tiaasinetinesite atin thinilimathiamlin — Milk Butter Price Income Cost 
FITS OF Ss ot Dairy. quarts Ibs. cts. of keeping. 
HEEP. Average 16,000, 1500. .25 375. $425. 
. or Better 18,000. 1750. .30 525. 500. 
Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : Superior 20,000. 2000, 36 700. 600. 


Can you give me information in regard to 
¢ profits of sheep, compared with a dairy, 








00.80 snnum in advance. $3.@@ if Please answer through the columns of the 
roy —— a Ploughman and oblige a reader. 
. ie pala > Respectfully yours, H. E. B. 
an at advantages to P.S. Will some farmers who have had | 
ee hecommunity.| ©*Perience with both kinds of stock, please | 
give their opinion ? 
ofeightlines, Medway, Jan. 8, 1879. m 
. sertion, 50 cts. 
“ . ; , 
. From the earliest history of the world, 
} Isto Ss ' . 
sor discontmmed be | eP Husbandry has formed one of the 
4} 4 “ea . 
sher may continee | Most important branches of its agriculture | 
ct the whole | : ° 
aeetamenie and of the means of supporting its population. 
e fo de« . | 
; Le a | Our own country and State have been no | 
from the exception—forty years ago there were in 
e and pays | this Commonwealth 378,226 sheep, yielding | 
942,000 Ibs Pow > i 
na ; - amniunis lbs. of wool. At the present time fu 





€ ditorial. 


VENTILATION OF STABLES. 


X seems to 

y many farmers. 
ow stabies, 

thes 

" we enter the 


stables, 


“Oh! your! ural habit of chasing everything that flies 
ven!” Itis, from him and of indulging in his normal 

vy nerves of cat-| taste for mutton—and so long as men and 
“men, but! women will continue to sustain, defend and | 

ther organs! encourage him as a blessing, regardless of 

f which | the curse attached to his ravenous disposition, 
Their livers} so long must we who seek by the sheep to | 


1itogether in 


m being com- 


the seeds | money in our purses, submit to be the vie- | 


their systems, 


y are apt to make) disposition and policy. Old Anthony Fitz- 
| ly the fresh air| hubert two hundred and fifty years ago 
pastures may wrote that “ Sheepe is the most profitablest 
y ne by the foul| cattle that a man can have,” and itis true at| , 
seases engendered | the present day. 
tell us that the Pastures are greatly improved by the| 
ghtered in which the grazing of sheep—they will in a few years | 
» traces of disease is! exterminate all the weeds, briars and foul | 


n the basement 


s no place for 





that grow in the 


vitality in them. 






igh, but have a pale, 
r and watery 


ymntrast be- 






ng in sunshine and 



























































































- ese precautions the air of a 

— . vated during the 

gn ome contrivance for 

: 1 of fresh air, and the 
r on bs h is contaminated by the 

ns of the animals. If the air in the sleep- 
ng-rooms of 


our houses becomes vitiated in 


one night 
x 


from the 


exh 
much more will 
many animals are . 
? “mimais are congregated and not a little 


filth ¢ ul ' 
h accumulated. Tubes should therefore 


be constructed to bring fresh air into the 
stables and to convey the The 
f ld conduct the air in near the 
or, but not where it wil] strike directly 
The tubes for conduct- 


ng off the foul air should run from 
of th 


foul away, 
ormer shou 
W 


ipon the animals, 


n the top 


such a simple contrivance the air 
stable w 


of the 


Which is heated and full of gas risin 
through the tubes leading 
and creating a vacuum fo 
some that is fresh and pure. 





there are 55,000 sheep, yielding 20,000 lbs. 
of 
the impossibility of competing with the 
West and Southwest in the growth of fine 
wool has lessened the flocks of Merinos and 
Saxonies, yet the present low state of this | 
part of our agriculture is due not to its 
unprofitableness, but chiefly to the fact that 
the dog has more influence in our “ Great | 
and General Court” than the sheep, and 
Chere is no| that so long as a want of harmony exists 
between the two animals, and the stronger 
of the two will persist in gratifying his nat- 


furnish food and clothing for the people, to | 
improve our farms, and 


tims of an 


stuff growing in the pastures—and their 
manure, which is of a superior quality, is | 
s yreatly enhanced. | dropped about and disseminated more evenly 
than that of cattle, while that from fattening | 
sheep in the stalls surpasses the excrement | 


| . 
of any other animal in fertility. | To teach stock to eat it, confine them, and | 


the same extent of the other, amounting to 


windows should be opened to | 


the manure and the exhala-| profit on the sheep. 





wool. While the low price of wooi, and 


ar 
nc 


honestly to put) 


ill-advised, selfish and vicious | 





The profits of Sheep Husbandry may ac-| @ 


All| crue in various ways—we will only mention | chopped feed of comfrey leaves and hay, 


results are shown for a herd of ten cows : 


sales, only. 
weeks pasturage $21; 24 weeks, hay (1 3-4 
tons) at $21 to $24, and $5 to $15 per year 
for grain, for each cow. 
the manure just about pays for care, includ- 
| ing buildings. 


| agement, more than the cost of handling the 


The value of the cow when she ceases to 
give milk, and of all her calves, at birth, 
while in the herd, seldom exceeds the cost 
ef the cow at the time she enters the herd 
(whether raised or bought), with fair interest 
jon that cost. 


prices the average dairy simply pays its way, 


hay; the better dairy, by a liberal allowance 
| cannot show a profit of over $10 per cow, 


sults, Franklin County dairies, which show 
annual net proceeds of from fifty to sixty 
| dollars per cow for several successive years, 
but these are very rare.—([Ep. 


respondent of the Ploughman for the feed- 
ing and fattening of all Farm stock, end for 
increasing the milk of cows; it grows more 
rapidly and luxuriantly than any other green 
soiling plant, producing five or six crops of 
15 to 25 tons each, per ucre, each season. 





Incomes include net proceeds of butter- 
Keeping is reckoned at 28 


In general terms, 


The skim-milk rarely yields, by any man- 


ilk, making and marketing the butter. 


By the best of management, at present 
rnishing a home market for the grass and 
nd the superior dairy, at the outside, can- 


ot be allowed over $25. 
There are special cases of much better re- 





PRICKLY COMFREY. 


Prickly Comfrey is recommended by a cor- 





fter fasting over night, prepare a mixed | 


hts in air and| two: raising early lambs, and feeding for | grass, corn fodder, or like palatable food. | 
mutton, either of which is profitable to about | Sprinkle with meal or bran and a little salt. 

When this is eaten, feed dry hay and turn | 
| out for the day. Next morning increase the | 








price. 


in figures would be to call your hay at $10} 


and your corn at 50 cents, about what it costs 
you to raise six tons of one and one hundred 
bushels of the other, $110, added to the cost 
of the sheep, $150, is $260, subtracted 
from the amount received, would show $115 
Not much different 
from raising lambs. 

Wool now must be with us only a second- 


inless well ventilated, merely | ary consideration—the first is the meat, 
‘ations of one or two sleepers, mutton and lamb, which has become of late 
the air of a stable where| years a most popular and desirable article 


of food, and will continue to increase as 
suc fwecan be unmolested by dogs, so 
low, breeders continue to niake good se- 
lections and crosses in their flocks, and 
feeders will send their sheep fat into the 
markets. 

Now let us compare the profits of Butter- 
Dairying. Take, for example, Franklin 


. = rere through the roof of the barn, | Co., and statements of experiments in 1878. 
ane should be at least a foot square. With| The average yield of the dairy cows of the 


United States is 1300 quarts of mitk a year. 


ill be in constant circulation, that| The statistics of Franklin County, carefully 
& up| verified, show an average of 1600 quarts. 
through the roof,| Taking three grades of dairies in the county, 
r the admission of | with corresponding differences in the quan- 


tity and quality of milk, selling price of but- 





Another way of showing more profit 





a dank, foul | nearly fifty gg cent in profit on the capital | proportion of comfrey and after a few days | 
en that part of an| invested. The course of management 1M | they will leave almoet any food for the com- | 
rows above ground both these may be somewhat varied, but|frey. About one-half of the animals will 
g J : . - - Aang ; 
. w. There is a| abont the same percentage of profit can | eat it at first trial. Pigs and poultry eat it 
y ; F | greedily, and when kept in confinement it | 
skin, a differ-| be made. or instance will furnish the cheapest, best and hardiest 
ff e ap- RAISING EARLY LAMBS POR MARKRT. | forage with which to stock the poultry yard. 
snimals gener Fifty good graded ewes, at 8 4. $200.00 | Comfrey being a deeply-rooted plant, is 
One good ram $25. 25.00 225.00 | independent of weather and climate, for in| 
. ®, 1") pasturing, salting,washing, shear- the dryest and hottest seasons it will afford | 
and death ing, ete., at SOc $ 40.00 | several heavy cuttings, when all other vege- | 
we done to} inter A. wor y Ay. meal, 125.00 | tation is either burnt up or at a stand-still. 
= snd reots, at $2.5 2). | . ° . . 
ars oc-| Winter feed for lambs, at $2.00 100.00 | It also comes in earlier than any other crop, 
v — and lasts longer, continuing to afford forage 
, B sew years $490.00 | until it is cut down by severe frosts. The 
what he RETURNS | roots may be sub-divided, and planted at all 
‘ wing stables | Pifty good ewes will certainly have seasons of the year, except in frosty weather, | 
forty t sixty lambs, of whieh are and in this way only can the plant be prop- | 
reas " Forty lambs, three tofour months,at $6. $240.00 | agated, profitably. 
star ned on either) Twenty lambs later and inferior, at 4. 80.00) “Comfrey culture is simple; any good soil 
| r excrement} '¥e eandese tbs of wool from ewes an Ss either forked or ploughed six or eight 
at dik . Oh 
tween them. The! Five cords of manure, worth per cord $5 25.00 inches deep and well manured. ; The root 
7 | cuttings, or sets, are then planted like potato 
— a —_ ; $405 00 | sets, three feet apart, say one thousand to a 
ir being warm and poorly) Deduct cost of keeping and feeding — 265.00) quarter of an acre. In winter the roots 
nanure fermented and made “$140.00 | Ought to be well dressed with manure or 
4 Before spring the cows| Deduct deterioration of flock 15 pr ct. 33.00 | Sewage, and when once this plant is estab- | 
ea Ms lent! | lished, no further expense is needed. 
- . m aying, evidenty And we have beside our own flock net 
generate 1 by the foul air profit $107.00 | ERS’ ME INGS 
t rhe State Congmissioners | Almost 50 per ect. beside the entire flock and FARM om. -. ‘ 
1 toexamine the diseased | the improvement of pastures over stocking | [Prairie pr ; 
T > ") oO ; i uw ‘4 Re 
nee sorder pneumonia. | with cows or other neat cattle. The winter season is the time when agri 
, : : 7 |cultural and horticultural societies, great 
Vas eo Coe & We make no account of interest or taxes, a5 | ang small, convene for mutual improvement | 
warmth ot the only requisite for a| those would be the same whether the farm | jn all that pertains to the practice of the art 
were stocked with sheep or with cattle. or the well — a If every 
, = : oO 0) 
How t ‘ re pure air in stables, where rhis calculation supposes the lambs to be neighborhooc pass , atatec meetings 
: h during this season of comparative leisure, 
me anim s constantly being | dropped early, either in the last of January | ¢, mutual improvement and comparison of 
Lp » which a perfectly | or February, in a warm place, and to be fed | notes, it would in a very few years add won- 
y ition is not easily given. If| with some grain or meal the last two months | derfully to the productive capacity of the 
, " ted above the basement] befoie being sold. Another way is to have jfarms in those neighborhoods where the 
. arte ; : 2 ae | meetings are held. In sparsely-settled dis- 
fthe barn, with well | the lambs dropped later and going with | tricts regular meetings we are well aware 
niles ws to let in light and air, it is | their dams to pasture, to be sold in July or | are difficult sometimes to attend, on account 
flicult cure an air that will pro-| August for from $3 50 to $500. Youdon’t | of the state of the roads ; nevertheless no 
mote the health and comfort of our dome ‘ adh Gin coun enn. tek Cee Gate communication should allow the winter to 
f our domes-| get so : . I ¢ , 
; aientiat - 8 volt. pee. . | pass without at least one meeting. It is 
— veteran ey are not so) the hay and meal and some anxious care in | trye the agricultural press is now generally 
' heir t ’ ] . ? 
| their tastes as to demand parlor | the laabing season. considered the great educator of the fraterni- 
ty. In the first place the stables should FATTENING GUERP |ty. This is the first need of the progressive 
whitewashed. A whice surface contn- cpa cits farmer. The club or farmers’ meetings is 
: Another profitable way of treating sheep |the next important integer to success. 
ites mu to the light of aroom and . . Wh h . held he h 
: is to draft the older ewes, the barren or dry ere the meetings are held at the houses 
me is a great absorbent of bad sien sits tonielilatn, (iain: denen on of the members, as they may well be where 
" e 0 Pe y . . 
lhe cattle should stand on an ele-| °"** oe uy ‘FOM | the attendance is necessarily small, the 
‘form so that their exerement will | C22@a or the West, wethers or non-bearing | social features connected with the gather- 
; r ~ sheep in good condition, in the fall or early | ings are not the least important of the fea- 
ne gutter in their rear, anc oO = 3 > - 
: .| winter and feed them till fat enough to turn | es. | We hope to see farmers’ clubs and 
y can ipon it and defile their) . bout four months, viz gatherings increase from year to year. They 
° . ¢ ( : r 
\ bedding of dry alluvial soil,| "°° ’ certainly must be of great value to the fra- 
ga good absorbent, greatly promotes | Fifty wethers, ewes or yearlings, weighing ternity, just as conventions relating to other 
+ / Re b adds | S&¥ 100 ths each, at $3 .+0+sseeereeeerees 15¢ | industries are of benefit to these organiza- 
® air in stables, and a@@s) Six tons hay, at $20 per ton...++.++++ sees $120 | tions, and cannot fail, in connection with the 
ta little to the value of the manure, It| One hundred bushels corn, at 75 cents....+. $75 | agricultural papers taken, to work continued 
sorbs the Se of the . roan gy | ZOO. 
y absorbs the ammonia of the stables &345 00 g reales ; 
eing thrown into the basement daily Serva. Nea: 
manure prevents the latter from Fifty sheep, weighing 125 ths, at 6c 4” tr...9375 | SURE CURE FOR HARD TIMES 
‘and wasting much of its vir-| Showing beside the manure worth twenty-| How funny it is to see men so persistently 
v the stables should be cleaned | five dollars, a net profit of $30, after selling } wasting & sovereign remedy. As the frosty 
*'y night and morning, and in mild| them, your hay and cof at an exorbitant | MOT™Bs come on, when we look at our 


|ing from the centre of a snow-white cap o 
delicate frost work. Hf 


ss against time of need. 
heaps, nature will work like a beaver til 
spring. Then let the farmer haul his sover 
eign remedy to his land, and hard times wil 


Mason. 





DEEP PLOUGHING. 


amo the 


loughing. Ever 
: farm under his 


their eyes open. Mr. Geo. Waring, jr. 


seven or eight years 
twelve inches . 


The 





| anima! will consume his rations sooner, di- 


manure piles, we see a faint, bluish mist ris- 


What's the cause of it ? 
It’s very plain that nature has begun to 
think of next year’s crops; she knows the 
land has been over cropped, and that it needs 
manure, and with her usual foresight, she is 
If the 
‘armer will now pile up all his manure into 


vanish from the face thereof.—S. Rufus 


Some twenty years ago there was a mania 
icultural theorists for deep 
farmer, it was said, had 

s of great value, where 
the plough had not yet reached. No matter 
what the character of the surface and the 
subsoils were, the plough should go in to its 
beam. But these men are beginning to get 


in speaking of the results of ten years’ man- 
agement of “Ogden farm,” in the Agricul- 
turist says “About six acres were, some 
ploughed about 
subsoil of blue 
clay, which was brought to the surface, was 
a lasting injury to the land. It still shows 
the ill effect of the treatment, in spite of 
time and manure. Certainly in this case— 
and I think many other similar instances 
could be found—deep ploughing was a grave 


fortable shelter to protect them. 








slowly come to the belief that it is usually 
the safest plan to leave the ‘ surface soil’ 
where nature made it, and where she always 
keeps it in her most fertile forests and fields, 
There are some soils that would be benefited 
by ploughing twelve inches deep, but they 
are scarce.” The rule may be said to be: 


so turned up the land should receive a 
dressing of manure.”— Exchange. 


Che Horse. 
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CRUSHED GRAIN FOR HORSES. 


{American Agriculturist.] 


Oats are justly advocated as the grain 
above all others adapted to horses—and it is 
true, that for young horses, and those used 
on the road, there is probably nothing equal 
to oats, but they ought to be crushed or 
bruised and not ground. In fact, I think 
all grains are better fed in this way, and it 
seems strange that there are no good Amer- 
ican oat crushers. They seem to me simple 
affairs—as I have seen them in English 
stables. A wheel of perhaps 18 inches di- 
ameter, made strong, and having a perfectly 
flat periphery, of steel, I presume, like a 
steel tire, having a face about 3 inches wide, 
is turned so as to bear evenly against a 
smaller one of say 8 inches or less in diame- 
ter, having a dade face. These twowheels 
are geared to turn together, and the oats 
are slowly fed in by a hopper. Good oats, 
when crushed, are nearly round and as big 
as asilver 3-cent piece, and the husks are 
quite inconspicuous; poor ones show more 
husk than grain, and retain more nearly the 
form of the uncrushed oat. Barley may be 
crushed equally well with oats, although 
harder ; and corn, when too green to grind, 
might well be thus treated. If grain be 
swallowed whole it is not easily digested, 








to be. 


towns, simply because it can be cheaply pro- 
duced, is better than whole corn, because it 
is broken and some portion of it tolerably 


not soak quickly, and are slow of digestion. | 


When new corn is crushed, although it is | S¥4no ever invented, and may be depended 
not comminuted into meal, its integrity is | °" for bringing great crops of turnips, corn, 
destroyed and is easily digested, because it | Potatoes, ete.—Hachange. 


and cleanly records, especially if the balance 
of profit is in your favor. 
“never turn up over one or two inches of | *t '8 very satisfactory, still these repords of 
unfertile subsoil in one season; and when | ©*Perence, as shown by the figures, are of 
much value, even if they show losses to your 
credit ; for they serve to show you Wherein 
you have been in fault and also show you 
Just where to commence the work of refor- 
mation. Guess work is a poor way of con- 
ducting oy enterprise or businessséor you 
can not tel 
out, but when the thing is reduced to plain 
figures, to dollars and cents, debit and cred- | long ago, that it does not. 
it, you can soon foot up the sum total of 
each and tell the measure of profit or loss 
you have sustained during the season. It |. ’ ; 
takes but a few moments each evening or | ‘ncome asids from their farms. 
or each week to keep such an account with 
your poultry, and you can then speak more 
knowingly of their capabilities, of their 
merits, and prove conclusively, by your in- 
dividual experience, whether you can, with 
your particular system of management, make 
poultry breeding pay, although one year of 
partial failure should not so discourage you 
as to prevent you from striving still further 
for success. 


rain. 
of dry swamp muck—the blacker it is the 
better—on your barn floor, and dump on it 
the whole of your fowl manure, beat it into 
a fine powder with the back of your spade 
and ad 


posed of the following proportions: three 
bushels dried muck, two bushels fowl ma- 
nure, one bushel ashes, one and one-half 
bushels plaster. 
but if crushed, or broken even, it is likely | ®° labor, for in this matter the elbow grease 
“Coarse meal,” that is, the corn-|¢xpended will be well paid for. A 

meal usually sold for feeding in many Eastern | before planting, moisten the heap with wa- 
| ter—or, better still, with urine—cover well 

over with old mats, and let lie till wanted 
for use. 
fine, but all the flinty part is in large solid | toes, at the rate of a handful to a hill, and 
pieces, which do not adhere to cut hay, do | ™X with the soil before dropping the seed. 


The Poultry Suterest. 


— rere rn es res es 


KEEP RECORDS. 


[ American Poultry Journal. 
How nice it is to look over well it, neat 


Of course the lat- 


positively how you have made 


HOME-MADE GUANO. 


Save all your fowl manure from sun and 
To prepare it for use, spread a layer 


d hard wood ashes and plaster of 
Paris, so that the compound shall be com- 


Mix thoroughly and spare 


little 


Apply it to beans, corn or pota- 


rhis will be found the best substitute for 





readily absorbs water or the juices of the 
stomach. 
THE HORSES. 

[From Farmers’ Magazine.] 

There is no question in the minds of all | 
who have had experience in the matter but 
that hay and oats make the best feed for | 
horses that are obliged to work regularly. | 
If the hay is cut fine and the oats bruised or | 
ground, the whole mixed and moistened, the | 


| 
| 
| 





gest them quicker, and thus have more time 

for rest and renewing his powers for labor. | 
Farmers’ horses that work but little during | 
the winter season may be kept cheaper by! 
cutting and mixing bright straw and hay in 

equal quautities, and adding a ration of 

strained potatoes or raw carrots. 

Colts should be fed liberally on good hay 
—bright clover is best—and bruised oats. 
Give them a roomy box-stall in stormy | 
weather and during the night. Litter freely 
and let the manure accumulate under them. 
| Saw-dust o1 spent tan-bark makes a good | 
and convenient bedding. In cities and vil- 
lages this kind of litter is often cheaper than 
straw. | 

Groom horses well and allow plenty of ex- | 
| ercise every day. A good run in the yard | 
|is the very best kind of exercise, but care | 
| should be taken not to have any loose boards, 
| stakes or anything of this kind lying round | 
| that they may step on or run against, caus- 
ing serious accidents. See that the stable 
| floors or basements are sound and strong, | 
| sufficient to bear the continued weight with- | 
| out breaking through. Many a good horse 
has been ruined by breaking through the | 
stable floor. Arrange the feeding racks so 
that the dust or hayseed will not fal! into 
their eyes or manes. Many horsemen erect 
the mangers too high, thus compelling the 
animal to assume an unnatural position 
while eating. 

Farm horses that are not to be used much 
during the winter should have their shoes 
| taken off, and allowed to run with the colts 
| outside ; it will be surprising how their en- 
ergies will be renewed when taken up and 
fitted for spring work. 




















well shod ; and insist upon having them shod 


properly. 
Che Farm. 
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RECLAIMING FARMS. 


[San Francisco Bulletin.] 

In building up an unprofitable farm, the 
first aim should be to stop the process of 
running down; to make it pay first, ex- 
penses, and then a slight, yet increasing 
rofit, and to this end both thought and la- 
Cee must be directed. No matter how 
eww - J the family has been living, if it is 
possible to reduce expenses, do so. Cut off 
everything except plain food, coarse, warm 
clothes, a single newspaper. Raise your 
own vegetables, and save on the meat bill. 
Pay cash as ‘you go. Everything has to be 
paid for in the end, and the whole credit 
system is a delusion and asnare. Enlist the 
energies and whole nature of each and every 
member of the family in the one great effort 
to save the farm, the home. Be proud of 
your utmost economy ; even study the econ- 
omies of othermen. Keep a strict and hon- 
est account with everything about the farm, 
so that you know exactly how you stand. 
This is the most important of all. Every 
successful farmer keeps strict accounts. The 
value of account books on a farm is not so 
much (as many suppose) to merely show 
what is received and what is spent, but to 
show exactly which field or which crop paid 
best, and where losses were incurred, or too 
f small profits received. The direct bearing 
of such knowledge on the success{ul conduct 
of a farm may be easily understood. 

On every farm, but especially on one 
which is doing poorly, there must be a scru- 
ulous saving of all manurial substances. 

rm-yard manure, decayed animal or veg- 
etable matter, refuse of every description, 
;| bones gathered up in waste places, leaf- 
_| mould hauled from the deep ravines, all 
1 these must be utilized, and their effects wiil 
soon be evident. 


THE STOCK. 


[From Rural Messenger.) 





a good and 


.,| of a duty, and 
ought, we think, be a 
While the law may not force any one to 


our stock the more 














| by a top-dressing of leaf mould, rotten chip 


| animal hair of all kinds, and similar mate- 


‘The teams that are | 
to be used during the winter should be kept | 


While you have been feasting and having . = 
pleasant time of it with your 
family and friends during the holidays have" 
you also been duly careful and thoughtful 
for the stock ? Have your domestic animals 
had a good time* of it too, and been pro- 
vided with dry, warm sheiter and plenty of 
good hay and — If not, you have failed 
guilty. of a wrong you 

ittle ashamed of. 


weet i animals in a humane 
and iful manner, yet self-interest—the 


strongest motive with many—certainly does 
demand it. The better care you take of 
fitable and valuable 


Horticulture. 
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STARVING ORCHARDS. 


[From Round the World.) 


A ton of dry unleached ashes per acre 
will furnish nearly the same ingredients ad- 
vised by the Scientific Farmer for the fer- 
tilization of orchards, which is two hundred 
to two hundred and fifty pounds of bone dust 
and three hundred to four hupdred pounds 
of sulphate of potash per acre. This gives 
some seventy or eighty pounds of potash, 
fifty to sixty pounds of hme (from the 
bones), and ten to twenty pounds of nitro- 
gen, and some magnesia to the potash and 
fertilizer, ail of which are called for to nour- 
ish orchards on insufficient soil, as the flesh 
of most fruits contains much potash as well 
as lime, in combination with the fruit acids, 
and the seeds, phospheric acid. Whether 
the ingredients required are applied in the 
formula given or in the unleached ashes 
suggested, it is recommended to sow broad- 
cast and lightly harrow in, leaving it to the 
rain to more thoroughly incorporate with 
the earth. Such treatment has proved suc- 
cessful in orchards showing signs of decay 
both in this country and in England. 

Coal ashes and salt are employed with 
great benefit to some soils, especially in or- 
chard bearing sour fruits. Orchards, the 
soils of which, from close pasturing or other 
causes, is nearly destitute of humus, will 
gradually deteriorate and finally die, unless 
restored to that state of fertility which is 
necessary for the thrifty growth of the tree 
and its existence in a healthy and vigorous 
state. Such orchards are greatly benefitted 


manure, muck from a creek, broken bones, 


rial generally at hand on farms, which can 
be applied without other expense than the 
time and labor expended. When manures 
are used they should be well decomposed. 
Fresh, warm manure excites young trees in- 
to a very rapid growth, but the wood is wa- 
tery and feeble. A dry soil of moderate 
richness is one that produces and sustains 
hardy trees. Their wood is firm, and the 
buds are plump and close together, and the 
parts well proportioned. 


—-- 


VARIETIES OF PEACHES AND BEST 
TREES FOR PLANTING. 
| Western New York Farmers’ Club.] 

Daniel E. Rogers, of Wheatland, in re- 
sponse to Mr. Quimby’s inquiries, said he 
prefers to plant trees one year from the bud, 
and would cut them down almost to the 

rouad. The branches then start out near 
| the ground, and are not nearly so liable to 
break off from wind or snow, or when over- 
loaded with fruit, as where they branch 
higher. ‘Then he practices cutting back the 
branches every year about one-third of the 
the season's growth, which keeps the head 
low and compact. 
As to varieties, we have a great many 
times too many, and this has proved his 
greatest drawback in peach culture. He 
would have a few Hale’s Early, because, 
when they do well they are pro itable—Early 
Purple, Barly Crawford, Foster, Rogers’ 
Seedling, Old Mixon Free, Late Crawford, 
Red Cheek Melocoton, Ward’s Late Free, 
and a nameless peach which he had grown, 
and which is later than the last mentioned. 

President Clark spoke of a new peach, 
called “ Conkling,” after the gentleman who 
brought it to the notice of the public, and 
now propagated by Messrs. Ellwanger and 
Barry, of Rochester. It is a larger and 
better peach than Early Crawford, and a few 
days earlier. 

Mr. Quimby thought Rogers’ Seedling 
one of the finest peaches in this country. 
Tree, one of the finest growers, healthiest 
and hardiest. 

Mr. Ross.—A year ago last spring set 
hundreds of peach trees. Prepared the trees 
in the fall by cutting back to spurs a few 
inches in length, and in spring cut back the 
trunk to 20 inches in height, and cut off the 
spurs, but was satisfied that he should have 
left the spurs until the buds were well started, 
when he could have left such as he desired 
to make a good top. 

Mr. Shelby Reed of Chili, said he cut 
back spurs close to the trunk, and they died 
back farther, and the branches would break 
off. 








EFFECT OF FREEZING ON SEEDS. 


Some experiments by Prof. Haberlandt, 
have developed the fact that flax seeds which 


to the similar area planted with unfrozen 
seed at 137.6 to 88. 








Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 


man that Mr. Cyrus Dean, of Danbury, N. 
H., raised during the past year, I think, 900 
bushels of corn. 
been 9000 bushels. 
Ploughman in this vicinity do not know 
whether he used any fertilizers or not, as we 
have no explanation. 
raising all the corn we want for home use, 


quiries among farmers of more experience 
than myself, and come to the conclusion 


farmers of large means that go in for patent 
manures ; I mean farmers that have a large 


ordinary farmer that depends wholly upon 
his farm for a living, and bring up his chil- 
dren, to invest very much in buying fertili- 
zers, year after year, to raise corn, I believe 
that he would be better off at the end of the 
year to have worked out for twenty-five cents 
aday. As I said before, I amin favor of 
raising corn, but make al! the manure you 
- possibly can at home to raise it. 
ask a question here; suppose 1 go and pay 
out $40,00 (forty dollars) for fertilizers for 
one acre of corn, I get, perhaps, 30 bushels 
of shelled corn, possibly 40 bushels, but I 
doubt if over 30 bushels; and at the present 
price of corn here, from 55 to 57 cents, call- 
ing it 55 cents $16,50 (sixteen dollars and 50 
cents) besides the stover. 
convince me it pays to raise corn in this 
way, then I have no moreto say upon the 
subject. 
aside from their farm can buy fertilizers just 
as much as they please, but it will not pay 
me. 
took me into his corn tield last October and 


the acre, but I have forgotten; at ary rate, 


of some kind. 


had been frozen germinated earlier than the 
unfrozen seeds, flowered earlier, ripened 
early, and the plants were larger in the pro- 
portion of seventy-one to forty-nine. The 
weight of the dried seed obtained from a 
given area planted with the frozen seed was 


The earlier grass lands are top-dressed in 
the autumn the better for the uext year’s! 


Correspondence, 


~~ ~ 


1 noticed in a late number of the Plough- 


Very well, 1 wish it had 
Now the readers of the 


Now I am in favor of 


I find that it is 


Now for an 


I wish to 


If any farmer can 
Farmers that have a large income 


Mr. Joab Hapgood, of Shrewsbury, 
told me the amount of manure he applied to 


he has informed me that it nearly doubled 
that of his neighbor, who bought fertilizers 
I have not seen a better field 
of corn for a number of years than Mr. 
Hapgood’s, well tilled and free from weeds. 
Just one word more; if any one communi- 
cates to the Ploughman how much corn his 
neighbor raised, please let us know if he 
raised it at a profit. 
Truly yours, Cc. W. S. 

Framingham, Jan. 13th, 1879. 





Mloricuituye, 


GREENHOUSE AND WINDO 
PLANTS. 
[American Agriculturist.] 

‘These should now be looking at their best, 
and new growth and bloom repay the care 
bestowed upon them....Chrysanthemums, as 
they pass out of flower, should have the tops 
cut back, and the pots put in a frame or the 
cellar....Bring bulbs and other plants that 
were potted for forcing, to the greenhouse 
or window, watering gradually at first, and 
giving it more freely as they increase their 
oliage....When the flowers of Hyacinths and 
other bulbs begin to fade, cut off the flower- 
stalk, and, if it is desired to keep the bulbs 
for planting out, let the leaves continue until 
they fade....Should very cold nights occur, 
draw the plants back from the windows ; if 
freezing is feared, cover with a sheet or 
blanket properly supported above them.... 
Give all smooth-leaved plants an occasional 
sponging, one leaf at a time; those with 
rough leaves may have the dust removed by 
showering; covering the plants with a paper 
or muslin screen while sweeping is going 
on, will aid greatly in keeping them from 
ust....When air can be admitted from out- 
side without a direct cold current upon the 
lants, do so, if but for a few munutes.... 
nsects will increase as the days lengthen; 
all the larger ones, like scale and mealy-bug, 
can be picked off, or scrubbed off with a 
brush and soap-suds. Frequent showers 
applied to the lower surface of the leaves, as 
well as the upper, will check the red-spider ; 
and tobacco, whether in the form of smoke, 
liquid or powder, will kill plant lice.... Worms 
in pots do injury by making channels in the 
soil, and compacting the rest; by turning 
out the ball, they may often be picked off; 
if this fails, water with perfectly clear lime- 
water, and then with rain water. 





INSECTS ON HOUSE PLANTS. 


The principal insects troubling house 
plants are the green fly, the mealy bug, the 
scale and the red spider. The most effect- 
ual remedy for green fly is fumigation with 
tobacco. Some wooded plants, such as 
heliotropes, salvias, etc., will not bear fumi- 
ation without injury to the leaves, and 
for these a weak solution of tobacco is quite 
as effectual. Steep some tobacco in water 
and sprinkle the plant with the solution, 
and afterwards syringe with clean water. 
Mealy bug is to be searched for and de- 
stroyed. Frequent spongings do much to 
keep down this pest. Scale is to be treated 
in the same way. Warm soap suds are 
eculiarly distasteful to this creature. A 
ittle turpentine, diluted with water (one 
part to sixteen), will destroy the mealy bug. 
Alcohol, applied with a camel’s hair brush, 
will kill any inscect it touches. 

Plants treated with these remedies must 
be syringed with clear water immediately 
thereafter. White hellebore (to be obtain- 
ed at the drug store) is infallible. It can 
be put in water and applied through a 
watering-pot, or put in two or three thick- 
nesses of gauze, and shake the hellebore 
under and over the plants while they are 
wet. Red spider, which is seldom found on 
house plants, is nourished by a dry, warm 
atmosphere. It is a very smail insect, first 
appearing on the under side of the leaves, 
and, though difficult to see, its effects are 
quickly noticeable by the browned appear- 
ance of the leaves. It yields readily to 
moisture—water is certain death. Keep 
the foliage sycinged and atmosphere moist, 
and you will have no red spiders. To kill 
white worms in flower-pots take common 
lime, dissolve it and pour the liquid on the 
soil. It does not injure the plants at all.— 
Dirigo Rural. 








tz A cement that resists the action of fire 
and water: ‘Take half a pint of milk, mix 
with it an equal quantity of vinegar, so as 
to coagulate the milk ; separate the curds 
from the whey, and mix the latter with the 
whites of four or five eggs well beaten up. 
The mixture of these two being complete, 
add to them quick lime which has been 
passed through a seive; make the whole 
into a thick paste, to the consistency of 
putty, when used. This cement has been 
used to close the fissure of an irou cauldron 
for the boiling of pitch, and which has been 
in use for five years, without requiring fur- 
ther repairs.—Ezchange. 


ta” No investment pays so well as money 
ey em spent upon the farm in reasona- 
improvements. Draining wet !and will 
pay from fifty to one hundred per cent. on 








PEACHES. 


but what I wish to know is, does it pay to | certain. Is there no remedy? 
buy fertilizers of any kind to raise corn at | We think there is—and a cheap and easily 
the present price? I have made some in- | applied one. 


extend. 


ing along “thaw” 


cases, wholly fail. 


the North. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

Has everything been done, which can be 
devised, to secure an average crop of this 
delicious fruit, every year, at the North? 
Those who live inthe Middle States and 
atthe South, enjoy this fruit in greater per- 
fection than we possibly can, because it is so 
abundantly raised where they live. To reach 
us in atolerably good condition, it must of 
course, be gathered before it attains its full 
maturity. We have raised in New England, 
as fine flavored if notas large peaches, as 
ever grew. But the crop here is very un- 


After long experience and observation we 
have found that if the “ buds” can be pre- 
vented from starting too early in spring, or 
at any time in winter,—should a series of 
warm days occur in January or February,— 
a crop may be secured every year ;—in other 
words, success may be as certain, as in the 
case of other fruits. 
To secure such a result, my method is this: 
just before the ground freezes in autumn— 
after “ cutting in,” and trimming—cover the 
ground with litter from the yard, or stalls— 
(almost any litter will do, mixed with a small 
quantity of manure) arranging it somewhat 
in the form of a saucer,and extending it 
around the trees, about as far as their roots 


To keep it firm, a sufficient amount of soil 
may be thrown on with a spade or fork. 

This litter and soil will freeze, and by its 
additional depth over the roots will prevent 
an early start of the buds ; then, if the season 
be a favorable one, a fair crop of fruit may 
reasonabiy be expected. 
If from any cause, an application of litter 
be not made in autumn, it may be done dur- 
in winter, or before the 
frost is out of the ground in spring. Even 
such a course may not, in the majority of 


So useful, so healthy and so delicious is 
this fruit, whenit ripens on the tree, it is 
very surprising that so few persons make 
special efforts to grow it more extensively at 





A. M. P. 





ut upon it 100 sheep. 
market 73 wethers. 


acre well. 


worthless. 


head per annum to keep 


of wool each. 


head. 
Macon 8,000 pounds of wool, 


gross receipts $2,970. 


of the flock was $1,026. So 


of $2,289. 


of $284. 


The Sheepfold. — 


A SHEEP FARM IN GEORGIA. 


A writer in the Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution 
says that in 1871 he bought 400 acres of re- 
puted poor land in Glynn county, Ga., and 
In 1873, by natural 
increase, he had 376 ewes, and had sent to 
His sheep were penned 
nightly, and every two nights manured a half 
Since that time he had brought 
into a high state of cultivation 100 acres of 
land that seven years ago was considered 
Since 1871 he has beught 200 
sheep, and now owns 1,800 head. He keeps 
a shepherd, who is paid to attend to his busi- 
ness, and keeps an accurate book account of 
every dollar and dime spent on account of 
the sheep, and finds, by casting up a balance 
sheet, that it cost him exactly 75 cents a 
his flock. 
average him about three and a half pounds 
Last year he clipped in May, 
and again in September, and 
amounted to five and a half pounds per 
Last year he sold in Savannah and 


of 30 cents per pound, including a few 
pounds of merino wool, which makes the 
The annual expense 


absolute net profit in the wool of $1,664. 
Last year he sold in the above cities 92 
wethers as mutton for $342, making a total 
Besides this, he has fertilized 
the poor wire-grass land, so that last year he 
cultivated 84 acres, and from 41 acres in 
corn he made an average of 31 bushels; 10 
in sugar cane that made 56 barrels of syrup; 
15 in oats, that averaged 42 bushels to the 
acre, and onthe remainder an abundance of 
all kinds of truck-farming, receiving for his 
sales of vegetables in New York a net profit 


They 
the clip 


at an average 


there was an 





3,000,000 head. 

the cattle interest. 
used are very simple. 
in flocks of 1,000 to 2,500 on 
day and corraled at night. 


6,000. The 


still 
oodness all 


ild sun flowers are also 
much fed upon by sheep. 


boarded free. 


and sacked, is sent to 


separate flocks, until they 


concerned. 
length of fleece. 

men enables the latter to use 
sheep are subject. 


the Union. 


pal difficulty is water. 


cattle from Musrovy. 
the alert, for an & 
on the 14th inst., prohibit 


bourg. 


SHEEP IN COLORADO. 


In the last ten years Colorado has increased 
her flocks of sheep from 20,000 head to over 
rhis notwithstanding the 
effort to prevent the introduction of sheep by 
As with cattle, the means 
The sheep are herded 


Mexican sheep 
are worked in still greater flocks even up to 
best flockmasters, 
consider gangs of sheep over 1,500 to 2,000 
head as not working satisfactorily. 

The new grass starts about May 1, and 
continues green often into August, these 
being the native gama and buffalo grasses. 
The first mentioned grass stands upright 
about 10 inches, the latter is thick and c!ose 
to the ground. When ripe and dry these 
retain much nourishment. 
these the bunch grass, which retains its 
winter, is much relied on. 


Shearing commences from June 10 to 15. 
For shearing Mexican sheep 5 cents each is 
paid, and for better blooded or states sheep 
6 cents is paid, besides the shearers are 
The wool, which when tied 
the commission 
houses who sort and grade it. 
are weaned early in October, and run into 


take care of themselves so far as feeding is 
The cross now in high estima- 
tion is Cotswold, on three-quarters Merino, 
giving maximum size, with weight and 


The fact that sheep as well as other live 
stock are kept in large numbers by the ranch- 


ities possible in ridding the flocks of ticks, 
scab, foot rot, and other disorders to which 


Colorado has already arisen to a high rank 
among the prixcipal wool producing states in 
There is still available territory 
for occupation in this direction. 
This suppli 
artesian, or other sources, there is room for 
great expansion yet in the direction not 
only so far as sheep husbandry is concerned, 
but of live stock generally.— Exchange. 





t# The German government are taking 
active measures to prevent the spread of the 
rinderpest, which is causing fearful havoc in 
the agricultural districts of the empire. 
The imperial authorities have established 
quite a cordon of gens d’ a:mes and police 
along the whole frontier of Russia, with 
strictest orders to prevent any import of 
France, too, is on/ ~ 
“al decree was publi 


tion into, or transit through France of sheep 
and horned cattle from Germany and Luxem- 


the range by 


however, 


Besides 


abundant and 


Lambs 


are able to 


the best facil- 


The 


rinci- 
from 


the importa- 





ir Gendio cronnenens ar8 ale, call ome 
milking will tend to greatest develop- 
ment of the milk in cows, while the co 











it is likely to be, the more it will sell| grass. There is no better place for fine ma- | the cost every year. Good stock pays vastly 
for in the market. Be sure your stock has' nure than grass land, ially where in| better than poor; good fences, well selected 
warm dry shelter and suitable feed,|the rotation the is regularly | fruit trees, all pay large profits, as well as 
before you sit down to your own feast or! brought into tillage crops. adding to comfort and self-respect. 


farm work and products. 


ca” Keep a diary or daily record of your 
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BEDDING FOR STOCK. 
BY ALEXANDER HYDE. 


In this cold climate good breeding is al- 
most as essential for the comfort and thrift 
of stock as is good food. Bismarck says the 
latter is inspiration. It certainly puts new 
life into man, energy into the horse, strength 
into the ox, milk into the cow, and lard into 
the hog, but if half the virtue of the food 
is required for keeping up animal heat, and 
the other half in renewing the wastes of the 
body, greatly increased by every annoying 
circumstance, from whence is the inspiration 
to come to stimulate energy or secretion of 
milk or fat? It is a good, but rather diffi. 
cult, thing to imagine ourselves in the place 
of the inferior animal, and consider how we 
would like to be tied up and compelled to 
lie on bare boards, and, besmeared with our 
own excrement, to breathe the foul air aris- 
ing from its fermentation. Bismarck, with 
all his genius, and nourished bountifully 
with roast beef, sour-krout, and lager beer, 
would feel little inspiration “ to govern men 
and guide the State,” were he ndt allowed 
to sleep comfortably o’ nights. Quiet rest 
and refreshing sleep are essential not only 
to the thrift but to the very existence of both 
man and beast. Experiments have proved 
that men and animals suffer fully as much 
from the want of rest and sleep as from the 
want of food, and every man knows that 
sleep, in order to be refreshing, must be 
attended with a sense of comfort. If the 
sleeper is shivering with cold, or aching 
way into his bones from lying on ropes or 
hard slats with a thin layer of straw over 
them, the comfort and refreshment are small. 
Of course, the inferior animals are not as 
sensitive to cold, filth, and discomfort gener- 
ally as is man. Many treat them as though 
they were destitute of nerves, and had no 
idea of neatness and no need of repose and 
comfort. “Get up, you lazy brute,” has 
been uttered many a time to a reposing cow, 
and enforced with a kick, apparently with 
no motive except to show the power of man 
over beast. Though our domestic animals 
may not suffer to a like degree with man 
from cold and filth, still it should be remem- 
bered that they discriminate between com- 
fort and discomfort, and are compelled to 
suffer much more of the latter than either 
ity or y warrants. In comfort, 
they thrive even on limited rations, but 
abundant food cannot compensate for dis- 
comfort. Judging from the manner in which 
our domestic animals are often kept, we 
should conclude that their owners consid- 
ered filth as congenial to their natures, but 
the truth is they are all—the hog not ex- 
cepted—naturally neat. We can think of 
no animal that does not look neat when in 
its free, normal condition. Even the toad, 
that makes its house in the dirt, when he 
comes forth from his hiding place, looks as 
slick as a new pin, and not a particle of dirt 
sticks to the eel, though he ploughs in the 
mud for his living. 
rows in the sand-hill, and though he has no 
wash-bowl, nor towel, nor comb, nor brush, 
who ever saw one dirty or with hair dis- 
heveled ? The whole feathered creation are 
as careful of their personal appearance and 
as nice and tidy in their dress asa bride. 
It is only in their domestic, abnormal condi- 
tion that the inferior animals look filthy, 
and are filthy, and here it is not their fault, 
but their misfortune. They are under the 
dominion of man, ny to his mercy, 
which sometimes is cruelty. 

It is perhaps impossible that animals con- 
fined in stalls, sheds, or other close quarters 
should not be more or less contaminated 
with excrement and foul air, but every tidy 
farmer will see to it that the contamination 
is less rather than more. Economy demands 
this as emphatically as does humanity. He 
that keeps his animals above boards and 
filth by a liberal use of straw or other bed- 
ding will keep himself above board by the 
increased returns of milk, beef, pork and 
wool. If we have learned anything from a 
long experience of farm life, it is that ani- 
mals thrive most when kept in the greatest 
comfort. We have seen pigs, making slow 
growth so long as they slept on bare, dirty 
boards, and wallowed in mud, take a new 
departure in life so soon as their dirty quar- 
ters were exchanged for comfortable ones, 
and this, with no improvement in their ra- 
tions. Good bedding is a great auxiliary to 
good feeding. 

We hear some farmers say that they be- 
lieve in beeding stock, but they can’t afford 
straw for this purpose when it brings in 
market almost as much as hay. Good rye 
straw doubtless makes the best of bedding, 
as its large = stalks will absorb large 
amounts of liquid; but straw is not the 
only substance that will make cattle and 
other stock comfortable. Dry leaves are no 
mean substitute for straw. They are not so 
good an absorbent, but they make a better 
mantre, and every farmer should secure in 





ever our grandmothers did in feather beds. 


ful 


utilized for bedding. 


and makes a dry, soft bed. 


to the influences of light and air. 


the stable pure. 


made where it was wanted. It will, however, 


article of freight on our railroads. 
ommend sawdust for beddin 
confidence, as we have 


We rec 


stable is kept much purer. 


tion to soil for bedding in Fog winter 








n’t neglect it 





there isto sawdust, but +f 


The woodchuck bur- 


the Fall a large pile of them. A bed of 
leaves is always selected by a cow when 
“leaves have their time to fall,” and pigs 
fattening on mast in the forest make them- 
selves as comfortable in a bed of leaves as 


Leaves are eertainly more wholesome than 
feathers, as they emit an aromatic odor, 
whereas feathers often give out an animal 
effluvia which is neither pleasant nor health- 


Another substitute for straw is sawdust. 
This in many parts of our country is thrown 
away as useless, while in others it is eagerly 
bought at a cent or two per bushel, and 
It is a good absorbent, 
In itself it does 
not amount to much as a fertilizer, but when 
saturated with urine it ferments quickly, and 
serves to make land more porous and open 
We have 
found an under-bed of sawdust with a thin 
covering of straw to make most comfortable 
sleeping quarters for stock. The sawdust 
made from hard wood is said to make better 
manure than that of pine, hemlock, and other 
soft woods, and very possibly it does, as it 
contains more potash; but soft wood saw- 
dust is more aromatic, and keeps the air of 
The balsam from pine has 
great healing virtues, is excellent for diseased 
lungs, and, indeed, for all diseased viscera, 
and no bedding can be better than pine saw- 
dust for the sore and calked feet of horses. 
There is pine sawdust enough made in the 
country to supply the wants of every farmer 
in this line, but the trouble is that it is not 


pay for transporting by horse power a longer 
distance than most farmers suppose, as it is 
light stuff—one hundred bushels of fresh 
dust can be hauled at one load—and we 
expect to see the time when it will be an 


with the more | }, 
it for twenty 
years and know its virtues. In summer we 
aed it to anything else, as it is s» clean, 
hew'thy, and easily handled. In winter it 

4s not make so warm a bed as straw, but 
this defect may be obviated by using it as an 
under-bed with an upper one of straw. The 
straw in this case lasts enough longer to pay 
for the extra expense, and the air of the 


Sawaust has no rival for absorbing all 
effiuv ia and keeping the air of the steble 


kept warm, as they should be, the objection 





has little weight. Fine sand, such as is 
used for making mortar, serves a good pur- 
pose for bedding, but does not add so much 
to the value of the manure as the fine allu 

vial, housed in a dry time, makes excellent 
bedding, is a good absorbent, and is partic- 
ularly valuable for adding to the virtues of 
the manure, being in itself rich with saline 
material. One great advantage of using soil 
for bedding is that it makes compost daily, 
and manure of horses even does not “ fire- 
fang ” when thrown out in conjunction with 
it. The increased value of the manure 
alone pays for all the labor involved in bed- 
ding stock with alluvial soil. 

Dry muck is sometimes recommended for 
bedding, but it is too dirty. It is a good 
absorbent of liquids and gases, but when 
wet it sticks to cattle and men, and gives 
anything but a tidy look. Neither is it so 
valuable as a fertilizer as good alluvial soil. 

Atter all that can be said in favor of 
other materials for bedding, the great ma- 
jority of farmers will continue to rely on 
straw, and as this is cheap and abundant 
this winter, it should be used liberally. 
Freely we have received, freely let us give 
it to our stock, and thus add to their com- 
fort and thrift and our own profit. Who- 
ever withholds bedding from his stock 
“ withholds more than is meet, and it tend- 
eth to poverty.” When straw is worth $20 

r ton it does seem a little wasteful to put 
it under cattle and horses to be trodden 
under foot, but if the high price ever tempts 
any farmer to sell his straw, he should not 
fail to use some substitute. Aside from the 
comfort it furnishes the animels and the 
addition it makes to the pile of manure, the 
increased purity of the air of the stables is 
alone a sufficient reason for keeping stock 
well supplied with bedding.—N. Y. Zimes. 
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[Western Rural.) 

This condition is usually due to inflam- 
mation of the whole or a portion of the 
udder, andsit is sometimes confined to one 
or two quarters. It may also depend upon 
digestive disturbance, fever, or too rapid 
acid fermentation of the milk. The cow’s 
udder should be examined to ascertain if 
any undue heat, swelling, hardness, or in- 
flammation of parts exist, in which case the 
= should be fomented with warm water 
requently, and some stimulating liniment 
applied. The milk should be drawn fre- 
quently, in order to prevent the udder from 
caking. It may be well to give a dose of 
laxative medicine, such as a pound of Ep- 
som salts, dissolved in a pint of warm water, 
to which should be added an ounce of 
ground ginger, and the whole administered 
in one dose, preferably in the morning 
before feeding. During a week, feed sloppy 
or steamed food, and give only small quan- 
tities of upland hay. Keep the animal in- 
doors for a while. 


FROM THE COW TO THE LARDER. 


(Land and Water.) 

The Aylesbury Dairy company, limited, 

commenced some 13 years since, and has 
during that time, step step, organized the 
most complete system of arrangements ever 
contemplated in this country or elsewhere 
for securing a perfect state of purity with re- 
| gard to their milk, which, as we shall pres- 
ently see, enables them to supply it to their 
customers not only pure in quality, but en- 
tirely free from the contaminating influences 
which, under ordinary circumstances, milk is 
always exposed to. 
Twice during the 24 hours—at night and 
early in the morning—mulk is received fresh 
from the cow from the numerous farms in 
almost all parts of England with whom the 
company contract. These are periodically 
inspected by an engineer and medical officer 
in the employ of the company, the duty of 
the latter being to inquire into the health of 
the people engaged on the different farms, 
and that of the former to see that the sani- 
itary arrangements are properly carried out, 
to carefully examine the source from whence 
the water is supplied, and to make a plan of 
each farm, which is kept at the head office. 
Cases have been found where the whole of 
the drains went into the streams from which 
the water supply was taken, but before any 
milk is received by the company all this has 
to be altered. 

Not only are the cows, the drainage, and 
water supply of the 60 odd farms which en- 
gage to send milk under the strictest super 
vision, but also the laborers and their fami- 
ties. Every possible sanitary precaution is 
taken, and in the event of any illness break- 
ing out on the farm no milk is, under any 
circumstances, allowed to be sent until after 
the medical officer has made his report and 
pronounced it free from infection. 

If our readers were to visit the numerous 
railway stations of this metropolis at a late 
hour of the evening or near midnight, they 
would see quantities of milk cans arriving 
from all parts. These cans, on reaching 
London, are at once taken to St. Petersburg- 
piace, where a scene of great activity pre- 
vails all through the night. The milk in 
each can is first tested, a sample being 
taken, and is then got ready for the —s 
delivery—again tested, and sealed up, an 
by 5.30 A. M. all the carts have left the 
premises for their rounds, which comprise 
some 13,000 calls daily, and up to the pres- 
ent, no matter how bad the weather, this 
hour has been punctually adhered to. The 
same thing takes place at 1 P. M., when the 
milk received from the country in the morn- 
ing is sent out for the afternoon delivery. 

One curiosity to be met with in the com- 
pany s stables seldom seen by Londoners is 
a number of Spanish mules in splendid con- 
dition ; these are used as well as horses for 
the milk carts, and strange to say, none of 
them show any vicious propensities. A very 
important matter is the cleansing of the 
cans, and this is effected in a most perfect 
manner by steam, which is forced into them, 
and ccangldtaly removes any impurities. All 
water used in the establishment is boiled, 
and there is a 3,000 gallon tank always kept 
filled. 

This method of using steam and boiling 
water not only cleanses the cans better, but 
also prevents the milk from becoming con- 
taminated, which has frequently happened 
when the pails have been carelessly washed 
with impure water. 

Not content with receiving the milk per- 
fectly pure from the country, the company 
go much further and carefully guard it from 

any impurities while in their hands in Lon- 
| don. To accomplish this, they have built 
houses for al] work-people, so that both 
married men and single have to live on the 
premises. 








WINDOW PLANTS. 

’ Were we required to furnish a list of ten 
plants for window culture during winter, our 
choice would be as follows : Rose geranium ; 
zonale geranium ; variegated geranium, (Mrs 
Pollock ;) fuchsia; heliotrope ; calla lily ; 
carnation pink ; ivy geraniums ; tradesvantia, 
or wandering Jew; begonia rex. We can 
ardly see where we can diminish this list, 
which offers many varieties and plants of a 
hardy nature, a thrifty growth, and pleasing 
appearance, yet we would desire to add 
many, as the double geraniums, the oleander, 
panicum variegatum, cyclamen and a tea 
rose, etc. Towards spring, the collection 
should be reinfor¢éed by hyacinth bulbs, 
tuberoses.— Scientific Farmer. 





or aoe in cheese are hatched from 
the egg o! cheese fly ; the latter is a very 
small insect, one of the smallest of the fly 


sweet, unless it is dry, sweet soil. Straw family. It lays its usually where the 
and sawdust may not be had in all localities, bandage laps over on te tea the cheese. 
but no farmer can say that he has no soil, If there is small crack or crevice, the skip- 
and therefore every one is without excuse | pers commence to work into the cheese, and 
who compels his cews and horses to lie on | when cheeses are what is termed loose or 
bare boards. There is the same objec- 


porous, they work into the cheese rapidly. 


ta The manure bank is the safest bank 
deposit or loan for the farmer. 
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